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Bill Type and Number:  Resolution 2008-0013
Sponsor:  Council Member M. Jones 
Date of Introduction:  January 8, 2008
Committee(s) of Reference:  R; PHS
Date of Analysis:  January 10, 2008
Type of Action:  Request to Congress
Bill Summary:  This bill urges individual members of the United States Senate to cosponsor Senate Bill 2007-1060, and to unanimously pass the Second Chance Act of 2007, in an effort to reduce recidivism and provide expanded services to adult and juvenile offenders, and their families, for reentry into society.  The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to forward this resolution to Florida Senators Nelson and Martinez.
Background Information:  The bill states that Congress is considering how to manage the population of offenders released from prison each year, estimated to be approximately 650,000.  It is further estimated that over 60% of all released prisoners will commit new offenses within 3 years of their release.  There has been discussion of reinstating parole at the federal level (for non-violent, drug offenders), and creating new programs and enhancing existing programs designed to provide assistance for offenders to prepare them for reentry into their communities.  The Second Chance Act of 2007 was enacted by the House of Representatives on November 13, 2007.  This measure would amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to reauthorize, rewrite, and expand provisions for adult and juvenile offenders and their families by providing training, mentoring, and drug treatment to those who desire to become contributing members of society.
Policy Impact Area:  Federal Government; Crime
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined
Analyst:  Campbell
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